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Exhibit 13: Relationship Between Laboratory and Victims’ Families 
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It is not uncommon for several victims in a large 
disaster to share the same name but be unrelat­
ed. Similarly, related individuals with the same 
names—cousins, for example—may be victims in 
a single event. Consistent use of the following 
guidelines will ensure that the proper reference 
samples are assigned to each victim: 

■	 Always collect the donor’s full name and date 
of birth. During times of grief, relatives may not 
realize that they are using nicknames or that a 
father’s “Bob” may be a mother’s “Robby.” 

■	 Europeans and Americans write dates differ­
ently (the standard European notation is 
DD/MM/YY). Ensure that month and day fields 
are unambiguous on collection forms. 

■	 Family members frequently transpose their 
relationship to the victim. In most cases, this is 
a result of a poorly worded question such as, 
“What is your relationship to the victim?” It is 
better to ask questions from the perspective of 
the donor. For example, “The victim is my 
___________.” or “I am the victim’s 
___________.” Also, the dates of birth of the 

donor and the victim can be used to help 
correct these mistakes. 

■	 Collect as much information as possible about 
the relevant family structure; the sample form 
found in appendix C may be a helpful guide. 
The laboratory can compare purported pedi­
grees from members of the same family, then 
use dates of birth and genotypes to help dis­
cern the true relationships. 

■	 Collect as much information and as many 
samples as possible. There may not be another 
opportunity. 

Generally, collection centers are staffed by mem­
bers of the family assistance center, DMORT, and 
ME personnel. It is critical that the laboratory staff 
participate in the reference sample collection 
process, and it is advisable for the laboratory to 
define and control the process. Non-DNA labora­
tory personnel usually do not have the expertise 
to assess how kinship samples or personal items 
will contribute to the DNA identification effort. For 
example, a family member might ask, “I have a 
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